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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Special General Meeting 
 

1. Why is the Centre affiliating with Athletics NSW (ANSW) as well as Little Athletics NSW (LANSW)?  

• To provide our athletes with the opportunity to participate in and represent themselves and 
Hawkesbury City not only at LANSW events but also at ANSW events. 

• Encourage our athletes to attend athletics events offered by not only LANSW but also ANSW. 

• For a number of years, LANSW and ANSW have been working together to align athletics towards 
a common framework. This is called OneSport and aims to provide clear pathways for growing 
children and teens to seamlessly continue their interest in athletics as they get older or are looking 
for different ways to do athletics.  

• For the past few years, all U12-U17 athletes have had automatic dual registration with LANSW and 
ANSW. This season athletes had to apply separately for their dual registration. 

• At a National level, there is a move towards the vision of OneAthletics. This vision aims to 
transform athletics into the biggest participation sport in Australia by unifying the organisations 
of Athletics Australia and Little Athletics Australia. At this stage we are not sure of the timeframe 
or how this will be implemented at a State level. 

• By having dual affiliation with both LANSW and ANSW, the club is better able to provide a pathway 
for our older athletes as they progress into the senior competitions.  

• Hawkesbury City can do this as part of the OneSport framework utilising a single club committee 
to oversee both athletics operations, and this is encouraged by both LANSW and ANSW.  

 

2. Will there be a separate committee to oversee the senior’s athletics?  

• No, as the OneSport framework encourages Little Athletics Centres to have dual affiliation, which 
can only be done through a single committee.  

 

3. Why is the Centre changing its name?  

• The proposed new name will be Hawkesbury City Athletics Centre, which encourages a focus on 
athletics in general within the Hawkesbury area, rather than only focusing on little or young 
athletes.  

• This is a common way of handling this change within the Little Athletics community, and is also 
the way most other sports clubs operate.  

• This name change will be registered with the Department of Fair Trading as normal process.  

 

4. Why does the Constitution need to change to allow affiliation with ANSW?  

• The Constitution specifies the operating parameters for the Centre, and currently only allows for 
affiliation with LANSW. For the Centre to be dual affiliated, the Constitution needs to be amended 
to make mention of affiliation with both LANSW and ANSW.  
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5. Are there any other changes to the Centre Constitution?  

• Changes to the Centre Constitution include multiple references throughout the document which 
allow for dual affiliation with LANSW, ANSW and also with Little Athletics Australia and Athletics 
Australia.  

• Additional changes to sections of the Centre Constitution also include changes to: Objects of the 
Centre, Life Members, Term of Appointment for Committee Members, Maximum Number of 
Terms for Executive Committee Positions and Insurance to reflect perspectives from both LANSW 
and ANSW in a clear and concise manner. 

• The new Centre Constitution also uses the new Centre name of Hawkesbury City Athletics Centre. 

• There are also some minor typographical and formatting changes.  

• The proposed changes to the Constitution can be reviewed on the Centre’s website.  

 

6. Does this mean that my child (U12-U17) can compete in ANSW events in their current uniform?  

• Yes. By having dual affiliation, all U12-U17 athletes can compete in ANSW events as Hawkesbury 
City athletes in their Hawkesbury City uniform. 

• Thus, our U12-U17 athletes do not have to join and register with a senior’s club they can stay and 
nominate as Hawkesbury City. 

• With dual affiliation, the Centre is much better placed to monitor ANSW events and to provide the 
necessary support to all athletes. 

 

7. What about my child (TT-U11)?  

• TT-U11 athletes do not have automatic dual registration as they primarily only participate in 
LANSW events. 

• However, there are more and more events run by ANSW that do comprise of events for athletes 
younger than U12. So, this affiliation with ANSW would allow them to participate and nominate 
as a Hawkesbury City athlete or a community member in these events.  

 

8. Will we see senior athletes competing at Tamplin Field on Tuesday afternoons with the Little Athletes?  

• No, not at this stage. However, if there is interest from our retiring U17 athletes to continue on 
for Tuesday night competitions we may look to introduce a senior’s age group such as an U18’s or 
U19’s to the Tuesdays. This group could potentially begin their competition later than the rest of 
the athletes. 

• If there did become a growing or greater need to hold actual senior club competition nights, 
possibilities and options to hold this on an alternative night could be investigated. 

 

9. Will the Centre become more focussed on senior athletes at the expense of Little Athletes?  

• It is the intention of the Centre to stay primarily as it is, as a Little Athletics club, with our main 
focus on Little Athletics but to also expand the opportunities for our older athletes through our 
affiliation with ANSW. 

• The Centre understands that athletics is vitally important for young children, and this remains the 
focus of the Committee. 

• The changes in the proposed Constitution allow the Centre to nurture current and past athletes 
as they progress to senior athletics and allows for a better focus on athletics as a sport in the 
Hawkesbury area.  


